
 

 

 

Summary of proposed amendments to the 
SAHETI constitution 

 
SAHETI SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD ON 30 JUNE 2021  

 
This summary should be read together with the constitution attached, which reflects all the changes in ‘track 

changes’, and is intended to help guide you through the amendments proposed. 

Under chapter 15 

15.1, 15.2, 15.3 – At the last Special General Meeting in 2019, one of the proposed amendments that was 

tabled related to the Foundation members and the right to pass on their membership to their children once 

they had passed. The proposed amendment at the time was that current Foundation members should retain 

all their rights and the right of transfer to a direct descendant upon death, but that new foundation members 

(after the adoption of the amendments) should not have the right of transfer.      

At the SGM the point was raised that although the rights of current Foundation members would not be affected 

by the proposed amendment, the constitution (clause 22.3) did require that any amendments to the rights of 

Foundation members would require 75% of the Foundation members present voting in favour. The meeting 

agreed to set aside that amendment until legal opinion had been considered. 

The subcommittee revisited the matter and agreed that the passing of such an amendment would require 75% 

of Foundation members present voting in favour for it to be passed.  

This has now been re-tabled.   

Under chapter 16: The BOARD 

16.1.6 – no substantive change in meaning. Amendment has made the meaning clearer.   

16.3 – The insertion of Deputy chairperson provides for all the office-bearers to continue to hold office until a 

new executive committee has been elected, i.e., chair, deputy, secretary, and treasurer. 

16.10 – This amendment removes ‘two years from the date of election’ and replaces it with ‘to the date of the 

next election’. The date of the next election is governed by clause 16.12 (which is a new clause). 

16.11 – this was part of 16.10 but it should be a separate clause, so we have separated it out. 

16.12 – this is a new clause that sets out the frequency of board elections, i.e., every two years. It also sets out 

the process for a postponement of an election, as happened in 2020. A postponement of an election requires 

2/3 approval of members at the AGM or SGM and cannot exceed three months. If a further postponement is 

required, the same provisions apply. 



 

 

16.23 – this has been moved from 19.4. It speaks about the process the BOARD should follow with round robin 

resolutions. The only change relates to email and other electronic means rather than telefax of letter. 

16.21 – deleted as it was clarified in 16.3 and 16.10. 

16.24 – deletion of ‘but in any event not less than seven members personally present and attending such 

meeting’. This was a phrase left over from when the constitution provided for Board member who were unable 

to attend board meetings to give their proxy to another Board member. The Board proxy was removed many 

years ago, but this was not picked up at the time. 

16.29 – Amended to ensure that it is not more onerous than section 78 of the Companies Act. The 

subcommittee considered the amendment in light of the school’s insurance policy regarding directors. 

Under chapter 18: General Meetings 

The Board tasked the Constitutional Sub-committee to explore how to appropriately add matters to the AGM 

agenda that would accommodate urgent matters while ensuring all SAHETI members are timeously informed 

of matters to be tabled for resolution at the AGM. The subcommittee proposed amendments to clause 18.7 

and introduced a new clause 18.20. 

18.17 – The amendment clarifies the process to be followed by members of SAHETI who wish to put an item 

on the agenda for the AGM which requires the passing of a resolution. Such items would need to be submitted 

at least 3 weeks before the AGM – hence a week after the circulation of the AGM date and agenda. The item 

must be accompanied by an explanatory note. The Board would then notify the members of the item, proposed 

resolution and explanatory note at least two weeks before the AGM. This would ensure that all members are 

given due notice of the matter before the AGM, thus ensuring that any person wishing to participate in the 

discussion and outcome be present.  

18.20 – this new clause provides for any SAHETI member to submit a request that an urgent matter requiring 

a resolution, be put on the agenda, 4 (working) days before the AGM. The notification would go out to all 

members at least 48 hours before the AGM. It would need to be accompanied by an explanatory note that 

included why the matter was urgent. In addition, it would require 2/3 of the members at the AGM to condone 

its urgency before the resolution could be voted on. 

Under chapter 19: Powers and duties of the BOARD 

19.2.10 – The proposal is to replace the existing clause with this one that allows the BOARD to invest funds 

that are not immediately required, not only in banks, as is provided for currently. The amendment broadens 

the potential investment instruments at the disposal of the BOARD to security, stock, debentures, or bonds, 

provided they are guaranteed by the SA government or SARB. It also enables the BOARD to invest in money 

market and fixed interest collection investment funds which invest predominantly in the money market 

instruments issued by the five largest banks in South Africa and Government guaranteed instruments.  

Under chapter 22 – Amendments to the constitution 

22.2 – Greater clarity through the insertion of ‘present’.    

22.4 – Inserted ‘AGM’ as a meeting where the constitution can be amended, not only SGMs. In the recent past, 

constitutional amendments have been tabled at a SGM (as per the constitution), held on the same day as the 

AGM. This has required sending out a separate notice. This amendment retains the SGM provision but adds 

the AGM. 
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