
 

 

 
 
 
A TRIBUTE FROM THE SAHETI BOARD TO A GREAT ANTHROPOS:  GEORGE BIZOS 1927-2020 
 
When great trees fall, 
rocks on distant hills shudder, 
lions hunker down 
in tall grasses, 
and even elephants 
lumber after safety. 

- Maya Angelou 

Today we mourn the falling of a great tree in our community and in our country. Many of the tributes that will 
flow over the next few days, will speak of the great lawyer, the human rights advocate, the friend of the weak 
and the disempowered. He was all these things, and he undertook them often at a great cost to him and his 
family. He was a man of the community in the widest sense of the word – a citizen of the oikoumene, who 
embraced universal values. But he was also a man of his community, the Hellenic community of South Africa.  
 
We at SAHETI were proud of his enormous service to our country, his unwavering defence of the defenceless, 
his compassion for the families of those wronged. This will be his enduring legacy to a democratic South Africa, 
which he also, in later years, urged all of us not to take for granted – the fight for the oppressed and 
marginalised was never over and complacency was the enemy of human rights and dignity. Yet, he also made 
a significant contribution to education through the establishment of SAHETI School in 1974. Advocate Bizos 
and his close associates, like Peter Manias, played a seminal role in making the school what it is today – a 
centre of academic and cultural excellence, an incubator of leaders, and an exemplar of inclusivity in a 
fragmented world.    
 
The school’s founding fathers never saw the school as an exclusivist Greek school. If Hellenism’s values of 
human dignity, freedom of thought and expression, ethical behaviour were universal, then a school that 
embraced them needed to be open and rooted in the South African reality.  
 
He served SAHETI School as chairman of the Board from 1969 to 1989. During that period, the school grew 
from a nursery and primary school all the way to matric. These were difficult times to raise funding for 
expansion, and many a time, Advocate Bizos would recount in his inimitable speaking style that kept everyone 
attentive, he and his fellow Board members would have to hit the streets going from Greek shop to Greek shop 
or family home, and putting their hands into their own pockets asking for money to pay the teachers. These 
pioneers were imbued with the spirit of voluntarism – an example that should continue to inspire those of us 
coming after them.  
 
But Advocate Bizos never left SAHETI even after his retirement as chairman of the Board. As Life Vice President, 
he continued to serve, attending monthly Board meetings regularly, and imparting his experience and his 
knowledge. He never missed a school celebration or activity, whether it was plays or national celebrations.  
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He enjoyed interacting with the school’s young charges and walking around the campus tending to trees. 
Gardening was his other great love, and here too, he left a permanent gift to the school – the large number of 
indigenous plants that he planted over a period of time to replace the invasive species of blue gums that dotted  
the campus. But his contribution did not end there. After his 75th birthday Advocate Bizos pledged the seed 
money to start the George Bizos SAHETI Scholarship and Bursary Fund, which provides financial assistance to 
high school students to attend SAHETI.  
 
His Hellenic activities did not end there. In the 1980s he was instrumental in establishing a chair of Modern 
Greek at Wits University. When the President of the Hellenic Republic made Advocate Bizos an Honorary 
Ambassador of Hellenism, he did not know what was expected of him, and he said as much. The response was 
prescient: “You will know”. It was soon thereafter that Mr Bizos became an advocate for the return of the 
Parthenon Marbles to their birthplace in Athens and enlisted Nobel laureate Nadine Gordimer – and his great 
friend – to write the introduction to a book on the Parthenon Marbles.  
 
Here indeed was a great tree, a great man, a great soul to quote Maya Angelou.  
For the SAHETI community, he was a mainstay, a father figure, a mentor, and a guiding light. He was an uncle 
and a pappou to all of us. He inspired us all to strive a little higher, the injunction of one of his favourite poems 
by George Seferis, the Nobel Laureate.  
Λίγο ακόμα, να σηκωθούμε 
Λίγο ψηλότερα 
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