
 

 

18 July 2020 

Dear Parents 

 
While within the peak of the pandemic, I am thankful that SAHETI is managing to continue with quality education. Although 
the online assessments raise the levels of anxiety amongst parents and students alike, there are several benefits. The growth 
in ICT skills is unquestionable, and therefore one of the main advantages is the preparation for the future mode of work 
which will be fully integrated with the online world. I also trust that the way we are managing the assessment process, 
through reliance on the individual’s integrity is also placing assessments in the right perspective. An individual success or 
failure is not what defines us. In the words of Winston Churchill, “success is not final, failure is not fatal, it is the courage to 
continue that counts.” All academic assessments are part of the learning process towards lifelong goals and not an end in 
themselves. 
 
The Covid-19 Task Team is constantly monitoring the progression of the disease and our decisions around reopening. The 
landscape is continually changing and what applies today is not applicable tomorrow. Examining the present health and safety 
protocols and numbers attending school, we are confident that we have mitigated the risks of contracting the disease at 
school. Parents that have sent their children to school can rest assured that we are monitoring all aspects and are confident 
that no case of Covid-19 transfer at school has been likely due to our adherence of social distancing and sanitization. I take 
this opportunity to thank the response team (Mr Janse van Rensburg, Sr Wessels, Mr Sutherland & Mr Machaka) for ensuring 
that the reopening has mitigated against all known risks. 

We are aware of the decisions made by our neighbouring schools, where many have opened and then closed thereafter. In 
most cases sections of the school have remained open while other sections have closed. King David for example, have decided 
to only continue with Matric Exams, some of their Grade 11 groups and other smaller groups by arrangement. The Covid-19 
Task Team is assessing the present situation carefully. We are aware of the lack of hospital beds for patients in Gauteng and 
that this situation will remain like this for at least the next few weeks. Being a community school we appreciate that although 
students represent low risk with respect to Covid-19, the increased mobility due to the opening of the school increases the 
risk for the community as a whole, particularly in light of the limited space in hospital. What is certain is that compromising 
any aspect of social distancing will significantly increase the risk for our entire community. We hear of play dates, parties, 
family gatherings and even study sessions – this should not be! We implore you to rather err on the side of caution during 
the next few weeks as a hospital bed may not be an option if you or your family need one. 

The teacher unions are placing pressure upon the National Command Council to close schools with some reasonable 
arguments. In many respects, there appears to be a greater political agenda. That said, however, we should not 
underestimate the risk taken in opening the economy. By now we almost all know someone close who has either contracted 
the disease or been in contact with a known case. Just yesterday we were informed that a parent of a Grade 3 child attending 
school is Covid positive. The parents of the relevant Grade 3 children have been informed and will need to be monitored for 
symptoms. The Covid-19 Task Team will continue to monitor the situation on a weekly basis and will keep you updated about 
any change in decision relating to the opening or closing of sections of the school. 

 
I wish you a restful weekend and ask that you take care of yourselves and the extended family. 
 
Kind regards 
Warwick Taylor 

Executive Headmaster 


