
 

 

 

Dear Grade 8 - 11 Parents and pupils   

(Survey link = https://tinyurl.com/SAHETIg8to11Reopening) 

As communicated previously, the SAHETI COVID Task Team and I are closely monitoring national legislation and 
specific measures required for secure teaching. These have been on-going: debating, evaluating and devising 
different scenarios for when and how we are able to return to school. The safety of our children and our 
community remains our prime focus at all times. 

While the Minister of Education has made it possible for schools to re-open on 1 June with COVID specific 
conditions, the return will not be a return to a “normal” school day. The issues are complex when we consider 
our community, our school and the needs of our parents. Private schools are making decisions based on their 
specific community needs. For example, schools that offer boarding facilities, and those that are a four-term 
school have to accommodate the needs of their school. We need to take measures cautiously and meticulously, 
checking the processes and efficacy along the way. What is clear is that the social distancing requirements will 
not allow for a full grade to be present on any one day, which means that a physical on site teaching will be 
accompanied by distance learning simultaneously. Depending on the outcome of the survey, only a few 
scenarios are possible. These will be evaluated after the data is received and the outcome will be 
communicated by the end of next week. The SAHETI Covid-19 task team has made the decision to rather err on 
the side of caution and we have deliberately targeted to delay by a week or two. The committee meet 
on Wednesday 3 June to evaluate and approve of the proposals made by school management. 

We are appreciative of the sacrifices made, and the support shown in our distance learning. We fully 
understand that change has not been easy, but together we have made it work. We strongly believe that our 
pupils’ academic journey needs to remain structured, organised and calm. It is this way that consistency is 
nurtured and work ethic optimised. Dr Pitt has been working with the academic staff and the ITC team to 
ensure that the academic offering remains excellent. To date, the curriculum has been comprehensively 
covered and is up-to-date with the deadlines and targets set at the beginning of the academic year. The online 
teaching is of a high calibre and is both focussed and target-driven. It is preparing pupils for a future world that 
we believe will be marked by the digital space in one form or another. Pupils have been engaging and resilient in 
the process. We have continued with all tasks, support and parent meetings to ensure that it remains a SAHETI 
quality offering. The two surveys conducted concur with these points and while some pupils find online 
platform with their teachers to be conducive and time efficient, there are some who prefer the live learning-
interaction of classroom space. 

The social communication amongst pupils is the one factor that pupils and teachers miss. However, we are all 
aware that for the balance of the year, the classroom space, freedom and natural socialisation that we once 
took for granted will now be governed by stringent monitoring. Certainly, the classroom space will be a very 
different one. 
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Depending on the feedback from the survey, we are presently planning that Grades 8 – 10 will be writing formal 
assessments online starting 13 July. The academic staff have worked on a means of assessing using a variety of 
platforms. As Grade 11s are nearing their matric year and additionally require their Grade 11 report as first 
admission provisional acceptance at university, we are hoping that Grade 11s will be pen and paper 
examinations, at school.  The results of the survey will be used to analyse if this will be a possibility.  

Please be assured that the operational management team have been working tirelessly getting the campus 
ready for a return and I am confident that we have done all that is physically possible.  We will distribute our 
health and safety protocols and standard operating procedures after they have been approved by the SAHETI 
Covid-19 Task Team. 

In order to help us plan ahead, we need details about specific conditions at home. Please take time to complete 
the survey. Your careful attention to detail and frankness will assist us in planning and creating an environment 
that is safe for your child. 

 

Kind regards 
Warwick Taylor 

 

 
 


