
 

 

 

Dear Grade 8 – 12 Parents and pupils 

By now, you have received Mr Taylor’s letter explaining our phased-in approach to returning, in limited numbers, to 
school. Please read this letter attentively as it contains information that will explain the details of the process until the 
end of the term, 31 July. 

We have spent our time in lockdown working at an extreme pace at ensuring that the academic programme has 
continued and has not been compromised. Many times, what we learn beyond the classroom are lessons that hold 
value way beyond the textbook. We know the world is and will be different post-COVID and being able to adapt, albeit 
with challenges, is probably one of the best life lessons we have all embraced. 

I am indeed so proud of our pupils who have settled, by and large, to learning in a different and difficult space at an 
increased pace. They are more confident in the digital space and their collaboration in the classroom is indeed 
impressive. Many pupils are to be commended for the growth they have shown and their ability to work with greater 
responsibility and maturity. Mr Schouwink, the Grade Controllers and I have, where necessary, offered support as the 
solitary engagement behind the screen can at times be overwhelming. The tiredness that pupils, parents and teachers 
feel is certainly a sign that levels of concentration in the digital space are markedly different. Research is showing that 
the social cues that we normally read and rely on (such as body language, stance, facial expression etc) are hidden 
behind the screen. Our mind tries to compensate with extra focus which can cause headaches, sore eyes and not to 
mention stiff shoulders and fatigue. For some, the effort makes them switch off and zone into something different; for 
others it is making them feel more anxious, while for still others it has afforded them an opportunity to strengthen 
their learning as they can tap into recorded lessons  as revision.   We are aware that perhaps we are not made to be 
totally cut off from physical interaction. John Donne, metaphysical poet, summed the human condition beautifully 
when he said, “No man is an island entire of itself; every man is the piece of the continent”.  Coming back to school 
this term, can be an option for some, but take note of the following: 

1. The school space may be a safe space, but it will be markedly different. Movement will be stringently 
restricted, health protocols enforced, social distancing essential. 

2. Pupils will be advised of health and safety protocols prior to their scheduled return. 
3. It will not be possible for a full grade to return (except for prelims), hence you need to take careful 

consideration in the final choice of returning to school. 
4. Should your son/daughter fall into the high-risk category, or should you have family members at home whose 

health may be compromised, it is strongly recommended that you seek medical advice before your final 
decision is made. 

5. Should your son/daughter have a cold, cough or any other flu symptom he/she may not return to school until 
he/she is feeling better. 

6. The details in this letter may change should we, at any stage, believe that health and safety is compromised. 
As such, details will be communicated. 

 

 



 

 

MATRICS 

Matrics are settled in their study and are working towards their prelims.  Lessons will continue as per timetable 
digitally, but we have balanced the need for some block lessons. Additionally, please be aware that we will continue 
with Winter school the last week of the August holidays (details to follow before term-end). 

DATE TIME DETAIL 
Tues 9 June 19h00 - 20h00 Briefing Meeting with Matric Parents(Dr Pitt, Health and Safety, Mrs Delport) 

Wed 10 June 19h00 Closing time: Questionnaire  on return to school to be submitted. 

Sat 13 June 08h30 - 9h00 Health & safety training. 

09h00 - 10h30 Geography Mapwork (Mrs Callipolitis) in the Geography class. 
The lesson will be streamed for those pupils not attending. 

10h30 - 11h30 10 minute Orientation Bizos Hall 
Greek with K. Elena (venue to be advised) 
The lesson will be streamed for those pupils not attending 

12h00 - 14h00 ART in Mrs Kieser’s Art Venue 
There is an IEB requirement that this piece needs to be done at school. If you are 
unable to attend owing to health reasons, please liaise with Mrs Kieser. Art 
equipment to be taken home. 

12h00 - 14h00 Drama Monologues by appointment with Ms G in Bizos Hall 

Sat 20 June 08h30 - 09h00 Orientation Bizos Hall (mandatory) 

09h00 - 11h30 ART in Mrs Kieser’s Art Venue 
There is an IEB requirement that this piece needs to be done at school. If you are 
unable to attend owing to health reasons, please liaise with Mrs Kieser. Art 
equipment to be taken home 

11h30 - 13h00 10 min orientation: Bizos Hall 
Geography Mapwork (Mrs Callipolitis) in the Geography class. 
The lesson will be streamed for those pupils not attending. 

Date pending   Consumers Practical work in the kitchen as per IEB requirement. 

Sat 27 June 09h00 - 14h00 Art Practical Preliminary in the Art Room 

Fri 3 July – Mon 
3 August 

  Preliminary Examinations in the Scout Hall. Timetable for perusal has been 
posted on Teams. Cognisance has been taken of NBT dates. 

 

 

GRADE ELEVEN 

1. A percentage of the Grade 11s will be phased-in to return to school on 18th June - 26th June.   
2. Lessons will take the following form:  

a. On site lessons with parallel streaming of lessons for those pupils not returning. 
b. Some of our teachers cannot be available to teach on site and will deliver the lesson digitally from 

home and will be accessed both from home and at school.  In this case, pupils who are at school will 
listen to the teacher (who will not be present) in a supervised venue. Pupils must bring devices to 
school and, where possible, must bring headsets. 

c. The teachers who will teach only online are: 
1. Kyria Amalia (Modern Greek) 
2. Kyria Varvara (Modern Greek) 
3. Mrs Smith (English) 



 

 

4. Dr Pitt (English) 
5. Mrs Paterson (History) 
6. K. Pascali (Greek) 
7. Mr Mhuka (Mathematics, AP Mathematics) 
8. Mrs Moodley (Mathematical Literacy) 
9. Mr Kruger (Afrikaans) 
10. Mrs Kolatsis (Accounting) 
11. Mrs Eleftheriades (Mathematics, AP Mathematics) 
12. Mrs Delport (Afrikaans) 

3. As previously communicated, winter examinations will commence on Monday 6 July – Friday 31 July.  The 
timetable will be available by the end of the week. Examinations will take place in the Bizos Hall as the venue 
is COVID safe in order to accommodate all the Grade 11s. However, we will additionally run these exams as 
online exams for those pupils who are at risk, but in such a case we will require adult supervision at home. 
Where possible, we are also prepared to assist with separate venues for those pupils/families at risk. The 
Grade 11 exam is an important exam to maintain academic fitness and where possible, we encourage Grade 
11s to write these at school. Should you select not to attend school 18 – 26 June, you may still select to write 
the examination 6 – 31 July at school. 

4. A questionnaire will be sent out for you to make a final decision whether your son/daughter will return to 
school. Once you have made your decision, it may not be revoked.  All parents need to have this completed 
and submitted by Thursday 11 June (19h00). 

5. There will be a briefing meeting with Parents (Dr Pitt, Health and Safety, Ms Aldridge) on Wednesday 10 June 
at 19h00 on TEAMS (student channel). 
 

 

GRADES EIGHT-TEN 

These lessons will continue online as scheduled until 26th June when we break for mid-term. Winter assessments will 
take place online from 6 – 31 July. We will however send out a questionnaire to ascertain whether there can be adult 
supervision during this time to fulfil the role of parent-invigilator. We have run the system very effectively with the 
matriculants and their parents. Timetables for winter assessments will be sent out by the end of this week.  Before 
mid-term I will be holding a briefing meeting with all parents to discuss examination protocol. 

Dependent on the COVID curve, we are planning a scheduled phased-in of the entire High School in the first few days 
of Term three.  We will continue to keep you informed.  Thank you for your contribution, support and commitment 
during these difficult and mostly, unsettling times. As adults, our role in keeping our family’s well-being in check 
cannot be measured. Please continue guiding and managing the process with us in your homes. 

 
Kind regards 
Dr Daniela Pitt 
Director of Academics 

 


