
 

 

12 June 2020  
 
Dear Grade 3 Parents,  
 
As explained in previous communication, we will be following a well-considered and 
regulations-compliant phased-in approach, that will commence on the 17th June with our 
Grade 7 pupils followed by our Grade 3’s on the 24th June. This return is intended to try and 
support children to get back into school routines, but it will be very different to what we are 
used to. To plan our classroom structures and allocate staff, we need to know exactly who will 
be returning to school and who will be remaining online. 
 
For us to manage the phasing in of our Foundation Phase effectively and purposefully, the 
model our Phase is adopting will be slightly different to that of the Intermediate Phase. Our 
model will be as follows: We have allocated two onsite teachers and two online teachers. The 
onsite teachers are Mrs Ferreira and Mrs Marrs. The online teachers are Mrs Kokkoris and   
Mrs Dairopoulos.  
 
Depending on the responses from the survey attached, pupils will be allocated into a teaching 
group, either online or onsite.  
 
We understand that the model we have adopted for the remainder of Term 2 will result in many 
questions, which we hope to address through unpacking the model below.  
 
Q1. CAN I CHOOSE WHICH TEACHING GROUP MY CHILD IS IN?  
If your child’s preference for their learning environment matches their homeroom teacher’s 
platform (onsite or online) your child will be placed with their homeroom teacher. If their 
preference does not match, your child will be carefully allocated on their chosen platform, and 
communication of your child’s class allocation will be sent to you by 12h00 on the 22nd June. 
 
Please note that this phasing in model only applies from the 24th June to 31st July 2020. 
 
Q2.  CAN WE DECIDE WHICH DAYS WE WANT TO SEND OUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL?  
Once your decision has been made, your child will need to stay with that choice up until the 
end of term. Registers will be drawn up and children will be expected to be in school at the 
allocated times on their respective platforms each day. Normal procedures for absenteeism 
must be followed and the new homeroom teacher should be notified of your child’s absence. 
 
Q3 HOW ARE WE GOING TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY IN THE DELIVERY OF THE CURRICULUM? 
Our preparation will continue to be done with all four Grade 3 teachers. We will follow the 
same curriculum and use the same material whether we are online or onsite. 
  
 
 



 

 

Q4 HOW ARE WE GOING TO ESTABLISH STANDARDIZATION OF ASSESSMENT? 
All classes, whether online or onsite, will be given the same formal assessments to complete 
which will be administered in the same manner. The results and outcomes will be sent to their 
original homeroom teacher. Discussions will then follow between the original homeroom 
teacher and hosting teacher. 
 
Q5 SHOULD I SEND MY CHILD TO SCHOOL?  
At the end of this letter, a link is available where you as Grade 3 parents are formally 
requested to indicate whether your child will be returning to School, on the 24th of June, or will 
continue with the online teaching and learning. The structuring of arrival and departure times, 
as well as the classroom floor planning and break time areas are dependent on your 
responses.  
 
Owing to the careful planning involved and the nature of our current situation, we will 
unfortunately not be able to accommodate any changes once your selection has been 
indicated. All responses must be submitted by Wednesday the 17th of June by 17h00. Should 
we not receive your response to the survey, this will be taken as confirmation that your child 
will not be returning physically to school.  
 
Although we strongly believe that every precaution has been taken and every measure has 
been put in place to assure all of a good transition back to school, we must respect and accept 
that this is a decision that can only be made by you as the consenting caregivers in your 
child’s life. Should you feel ambivalent regarding whether the decision to allow your child to 
return to School is the correct one, we encourage you to discuss your concerns directly with 
Sister Sarah. She can be contacted on: swessels@saheti.co.za.  
 
Q6 SHOULD I SEND HIM/HER TO SCHOOL IF S/HE HAS CHRONIC HEALTH CONDITIONS? 
We request that you consult with your healthcare practitioner if your child has any chronic 
health conditions so that together you can make an informed decision regarding whether 
returning to School at this juncture is in your child’s best interests. In the event this applies to 
you, we courteously request that you provide Sister Sarah with a medical certificate from your  
healthcare practitioner providing the necessary all-clear for your child.  
 
Q7 WHAT CAN I EXPECT ON MY CHILD’S FIRST DAY BACK?  

• Formal communication from Mr Taylor’s desk, regarding the Standard Operating 
Procedures, was distributed to all parents on Saturday the 6th of June. These 
procedures need to be strictly adhered to and it is recommended that you spend time 
with your child familiarizing them with the processes that have been delineated in detail 
in these documents. These documents inform you as to what can be expected on entry 
and whilst on the School campus.  

• A visual recording is currently in production and will be circulated to all parents and 
pupils. This video will illustrate the procedures to be followed by all individuals while on 
the School campus. 

• Your child may come to school in civvies and given the colder mornings, should be 
warmly but comfortably dressed. We regret that gloves are not permitted as they 
currently pose a health and safety risk and will interfere with frequent sanitization 
processes. Your child may also wear the formal SAHETI tracksuit should they prefer.  

• All individuals entering the School premises must do so by wearing a fabric or 
alternatively a disposable mask. Parents will need to remain in their vehicles at drop-off 
time.  

• Mrs Ferreira’s class will need to arrive at school punctually at 07h45, and Mrs Marrs’ 
class at 07h55. They will meet their respective teacher that will be stationed at the drop-
off zone, and then accompany them to the next point on their route.  
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• Grade 3 pupils will then make their way to the screening station where their temperature 
will be taken, and the check list will be completed with them by a familiar staff member 
as required by regulation. All designated areas will be clearly demarcated, and staff will 
be visible on site to assist and support with the procedures.  

• As previously stated, your child will either be in Mrs Ferreira’s class or Mrs Marrs’ class 
depending on our numbers. Once your child is assigned a designated learning hub, all 
the learning will take place within this classroom so that our pupils do not need to move 
around unnecessarily. Pupils will however be required to move to alternate venues for 
their Greek lessons. These venues will also be communicated in due course.     

• Pupils will continue to follow the timetable schedule as set out for our Online Distance 
Learning, with the provision of frequent mask “rest-breaks” for the onsite learners.  

• Hands will be sanitized on each entry into and exit from the classroom including when a 
child needs to use the bathroom.  

• Informative posters are displayed widely across the school campus in corridors and 
classrooms to provide continuous visual reminders of health and safety regulations that 
will need to be followed. 

• The Full School and Primary School Assemblies will continue at their allocated times 
(Monday 08h00 – 08h30 and Fridays 11h15 – 11h45 respectively) and will continue to 
be held online. Your child will log on to the assembly via the links that they will continue 
to receive as they did for the online learning process. Gatherings of any kind will not be 
permitted at School at this stage. 

• Children should not be anxious should they misplace their mask, as we are able to 
arrange a replacement mask for them through Sister Sarah. 

 
Q8 WILL MY CHILD BE ADEQUATELY PREPARED FOR WHAT IS EXPECTED DURING THIS TIME?    
Although we will be walking this road alongside your child and be available to them every step 
of the way, we would like to take this opportunity to assure you that your child will be 
adequately prepared for what the next few months of schooling is likely to be for them.  
 
The first day back will include a briefing by Sister Sarah who will be educating the returning 
pupils on the precise measures that have been put into place to safeguard our health and 
principles which are of paramount importance to us.  
 
In addition, our returning pupils will have a back-to-school orientation discussion with Ms 
Athena Clayton, our Phase Psychologist, who will be present to allay any concerns that they 
may have regarding their return to School during these uncertain times.  
 
Q9 WILL THE SCHOOL PROVIDE MY CHILD WITH PPE (PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT)? 
The School will supply each returning pupil with a drawstring bag containing two face masks 
and one face shield. Face shields will remain at school on your child’s designated desk. 
Please refer to Mr Taylor’s Standard Operating Procedures Handbook.  
 
Q10 WHAT SHOULD MY CHILD BRING TO SCHOOL? 

• It is strongly advised that your child brings a pencil box/ bag that can be left at school.  

• It is preferable that school lunch be brought to school in disposable sandwich bags, 
rather than plastic lunchboxes since these have the potential of carrying germs. We 
also recommend the sending of bottled waters and fruit juice boxes which can be 
discarded once they have finished.  

• Please note that the school Tuck Shop will remain closed until further notice.  

• All books will continue to remain in the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Q11 WHAT TIME SHOULD I COLLECT MY CHILD FROM SCHOOL?  
The academic day ends at 14h00 for Mrs Ferreira’s class and at 14h10 for Mrs Marrs’ class, 
except for on a Wednesday when it ends at 13h30 for Mrs Ferreira’s class and 13h40 for Mrs 
Marrs’ class. At this point your child will be accompanied by a member of staff to the Music 
Centre Drop Off Zone. We request that you fetch your child promptly as the school day ends, 
unless they are attending the scheduled support tutorials offered on the day. Pupils that are 
not collected at their assigned time will remain in the Big Avli which is the designated waiting 
area. The school gates will be locked at 15h00 and we ask for your kind understanding and 
cooperation in this regard as we cannot have children remaining on the school campus since 
this may promote a breach of the social distancing regulations.  
 
Parents need to remain in your vehicle at pick-up time.  
 
Please note that the School’s Aftercare service will remain closed until further notice.  
 
Q12 ARE THERE AREAS THAT WILL BE OUT OF BOUNDS? 

• For safety reasons, certain areas such as the Library and Pegasus Computer Lab, will 
be out of bounds until further notice.  

• Pupils will be informed which toilets will be in use. They will also be informed of their 
designated areas for break time.  

 
Q13 WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD BEGINS TO FEEL SICK DURING THE DAY?  
Should your child demonstrate any symptoms of concern, Sister Sarah will be asked to assist 
and assess as has been the case prior to COVID-19. Sister Sarah will then contact you to 
inform you of the process to be followed.  
 
We strongly believe that clear and consistent communication is imperative during these 
uncertain times. Consequently, we will continue to correspond with you in the coming weeks 
and invite you to bring to our attention any concerns you might have.  
 
We acknowledge and respect that you are entrusting us with your child, and we assure you of 
the utmost professionalism and care as we welcome your child lovingly back into his/her 
home-away-from-home. As mentioned earlier, it is vital for us to plan and coordinate a smooth 
return of the pupils. Therefore, we need to know how many children will be returning to school 
and how many children will continue with their learning online. Please would you take a few 
minutes to click on the link below and complete the form by Wednesday, the 17th of June, by 
17h00 to assist us in this process.  
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jtKLnA-OIE-
DHXLjn3xuhquKlTUlvP9OvzmyiN_0sQ5UQVRUQlFZWjhVMkZCSUpITEpPN0M3VldIMy4u 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support and co-operation; we appreciate that for you 
as parents, this may be a difficult decision to make, rest assured that there is no right or wrong 
decision and our school will continue to support you whatever option you choose.  
 
Mrs N Ferreira   Mrs D Kolatsis     
Grade 3 Grade Controller   Vice-Principal: Foundation Phase & Culturals Grade 1-7   
  
Ms A. Clayton   Mrs S Zachariou   
Educational Psychologist  Principal: Primary School  
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