
 

 

 

19 June 2020 

Covid-19 Task Team Update 

We have met on numerous occasions over the last few weeks evaluating the re-opening of SAHETI and monitoring 
the progress to date.  Students and teachers that have returned are enjoying the face-to-face connection and 
report positively about their experience.  Our decisions have been informed by the data around the curve in South 
Africa and the needs of SAHETI.  All decisions have been made with due consideration and care.  We believe that 
the requirement to maintain social distancing will feature well into the new term and our decisions have also 
taken this into account.  The SAHETI approach must be one where the protocols that are in place minimize the 
risk to a point where the transfer of Covid-19 at school is highly unlikely.  We are satisfied that the school 
management team and the Covid-19 response team have put all the necessary steps, and more, in place.    

In keeping with our policy on transparency, we would like to inform you that the following members of our school 
community, that we are aware of, have contracted Covid-19.  At this point they are not very ill and, in most cases, 
have already recovered.  We have two parents, two therapists, one teacher and one student in Grade 10 that 
have tested positive.  A second student in Grade 12 has a family member that is positive, and the student is waiting 
for results.  It is important to note that none of these students, teachers or therapists have been onto the SAHETI 
property since lockdown.  All access onto the property is monitored and the seating arrangements in all classes 
are kept.  Should we at any point have a suspected case on the property of SAHETI, the people who have been in 
proximity will be informed.  The school’s Covid-19 policy and Standard Operating Procedures are available on the 
school web page.  Any comments or issues that arise and are relevant to these documents can be communicated 
to Mr Werner Janse Van Rensburg who is managing the school response team.  His email is 
WJanseVanRensburg@saheti.co.za 

We do appeal to parents to ensure that proper social distancing is maintained within the community over the 
weekends and after school.  There is no point in placing all the protocols in place for students while at school who 
then compromise after hours.  The heath of our community will depend on the collective effort of all. 

In keeping with our moral obligation to all our staff, the SAHETI Board has provided for bridging finances for our 
Greek seconded teachers should any of them require medical treatment. This is necessary as their medical aid is 
based in Greece and they are required to pay for treatment upfront.  They experience significant delays in claiming 
back from their Medical Aid and for this reason bridging finances are necessary. 

Please be assured that we will continue to meet regularly assessing the situation with the relevant information at 
hand.    

Keep warm and healthy. 
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