
27 May 2020 

Dear Parents 

I would like to remind you about SAHETI’s Founders’ Day on June 2 and our planning for the day.  We will 

commemorate the school’s birthday through a special assembly which will start at 9h00.  In keeping with tradition, 

this will not be a normal school day in celebration of the occasion.  The link for the assembly is: 

https://tinyurl.com/SahetiFoundersDay2020 

The day will give all the opportunity to reflect on this significant date in our calendar and for students to have a 

small breather from the fast pace of distance learning.  It will be a day to catch up and to reflect on our history with 

gratitude and through honouring the many people within our community, past and present who have contributed to 

our existence. 

Prefect selection has been delayed until the start of Term 3, even though voting takes place through an electronic 

platform.  The reason for this is that voter education and the prevention of collaboration during voting is not easily 

managed outside of our normal controlled environment. 

I take this opportunity to inform you about the ongoing work of the SAHETI Covid 19 Task Team.  The committee 

have met this week to discuss the initial proposals around the reopening of our school.  The school management 

team are working hard to ensure that all Health & Safety protocols and that the Standard Operating Procedures 

(SOPs) are in place.  These are also being evaluated by the Covid 19 Task Team to ensure compliance and to 

implement even higher standards than what are legislated.  Please be assured that the school will avoid the use of 

quaternary ammonia-based sanitizers due to the possible negative side effects.  The philosophy of the SAHETI 

Covid 19 Task Team is to rather err on the side of caution in terms of the return to school.   The decision has been 

made to start some form of staggered return at least two weeks after that of government to access the situation as it 

unfolds.  The nature and timing of our return will be dependent on the outcome of surveys that will be run this 

week.  We appreciate that the distance learning is progressing well and that this minimizes the need to take 

unnecessary risks with our children’s health.  As some parents begin or are already back at work, we do appreciate 

the need for the school to return.  We will inform parents about the proposed return dates during the course of next 

week.     

That said, during any first stages of the opening of any school many complexities arise.  For one we are returning 

in a period prior to reaching the peak of the disease in South Africa.  Secondly, social distancing prevents us, in 

most cases, from having more than 50% of students per grade on the property at any time.  Thirdly, a handful of 

Staff members and children fall into the high-risk category and should not return immediately.    Once we have 

surveyed parents this week, we will have the data required to refine our thinking. Naturally, many will choose to 

keep their children at home.  What is clear is that during the initial phasing period, both online and normal schooling 

will be provided. 

I wish you well and we look forward to celebrating Founders’ Day next week. 

Kind regards 

Warwick Taylor 

https://tinyurl.com/SahetiFoundersDay2020



