
 

 

             

            6 May 2020 

Dear Parents 

 

There are several mixed feelings and different beliefs about when and how we should return to school.  

At this point we still do not know if private schools will have any concessions in terms of the number of 

grades that may return at a particular date or, which grades may return first.  At government level, South 

Africa's post-lockdown back-to-school date is yet to be finalised. According to a recent report from the 

Minister of Basic Education, Angie Motshekga, clarity will be subject to the approval by the National 

Coronavirus Command Council (NCCC) and cabinet.  The detailed plan for the reopening of schools will 

only be presented on 18 May so at this point the dates of 1 June for grades 7 and 12 only are provisional 

recommendations by the Education Department. 

 

National Alliance of Independent Schools (NAISA) are presently in meetings with the Director General 

(DG) of Education to negotiate on behalf of private schools for some flexibility.  ISASA are also preparing 

their own documentation on health and safety guidelines for Independent Schools. 

 

When SAHETI returns to school our Standard Operating Procedure (SOPs) will incorporate all the 

required Health and Safety standards required to protect against Covid-19.  We are actively preparing the 

campus from a health and safety perspective for a return date whenever that may be. 

 

As soon as there is clarity around the concessions for Independent Schools, the school management can 

develop a few specific scenarios about the return of SAHETI students.  We have already had a couple of 

sessions brainstorming various options.  Please bear in mind that finding models that satisfy most of our 

parents is very complex because there are many logistical complications and different needs amongst our 

parents and staff.  The needs also differ significantly depending on the age of the student.  All options at 

this point are subject to government’s regulations under the South African State-of-Disaster and cannot 

be finalized now.  As the country moves towards increased numbers and higher probabilities of 

contracting Covid-19, the opinion of when we should return to school will also change.  Only when the 

school has clarity from NAISA and ISASA, can the school management present proposals to the SAHETI 

Covid-19 Task Team who will make decisions that are best for the SAHETI community.  Parents will be 

surveyed prior to any final decision around the proposals from school management.  Surveys at this time 

will be premature and possibly set up expectation that cannot be fulfilled.  Realistically, some parents will 

want their children to return and others will not be prepared to take the risk.  In addition, a few of our 

teachers fall within the high-risk categories and cannot be expected to return prematurely.   In the high 

school, for example, should some key Matric teachers get ill the risk of significantly affecting final Matric 

results would be high - even if it is only in terms of the emotional effect on our students.  

 

Please be aware that all models or options presented for returning will have significant logistical 

restrictions from a health and safety perspective.   Also, the style of teaching online is considerably 

different from that in the classroom. Simply streaming a teacher in the classroom will not satisfy the need 

of a student whose parents have chosen for their child not to return.   Alternating days of online and normal 

school days will also have its own logistical problems.   



 

 

The school’s planning will require knowledge of what choices the parents will take, because this will feed 

into our ability to logistically manage students simultaneously in different teaching scenarios.  There are 

likely to be a couple of surveys around these issues.  I apologise for this in advance.  In addition, we will 

continue to survey around our effectiveness in the distance learning with the aim of continual 

improvement in this sector. 

 

A couple of facts, children in higher grades can achieve all the objectives and more in the academic 

curriculum through distance learning.  The huge loss is the social, cultural and sporting program, but 

restrictions on these activities will likely remain if we return too early.  Using sanitizing tunnels and 

applying recommended safety standards will not eliminate the risk completely as young children can be 

infected with Covid-19 and be asymptomatic.  From a school management perspective, the earlier return 

of our children in younger grades, such as Gr0 to Gr3, would be preferable but this is presently not allowed 

until much later in the government’s proposal. Older children have a greater ability to adapt and navigate 

on the ICT platform with greater ease and are less at risk of losing out on their academic programmme.  

If we return too early and a section of the school becomes infected, the school will be subject to the 

decisions made by the National Institute of Communicable Diseases (NICD). 

 

I would appeal to all our parents to be patient with us as we contemplate the decisions that will need to be 

made.  As soon as we have more information we will act swiftly and through the appropriate channels and 

subject to the SAHETI Covid-19 Task Team.  All decisions will consider the health and safety of our 

community as paramount.  All options also need to consider the practical and logistical aspects 

considering an unpredictable outcome.  As things stand today, distance learning will continue for at least 

the month of May and most likely for longer than this, dependent on the grade your child is in. 

 

The following is an extract from communication dated 24 April written by me and the Chairman of the 

Board, “All major CAPEX projects have been put on hold. We are negotiating with the outsourced 

contractors to reduce the amounts payable according to service agreements.  Where financial savings can 

be made these will be passed on to parents as a refund at the end of the year - particularly for those sectors 

that are adversely affected in the delivery of the curriculum.”  To clarify, we are of the opinion that it is 

the Playschool and sections of the Pre-Primary that are most adversely affected. 

 

Kind regards 

Warwick Taylor 

(Executive Headmaster) 

 

 


