
 

 

24 April 2020 

Dear Parents 

 

We trust that you are well and understand the difficulties that many of you are facing. We 

acknowledge that these times are unprecedented and touch each one of us in different ways.  

 

The SAHETI Staff have been working very hard for a large part of the holiday preparing for 

the distance learning for the start of term on Tuesday 28 April. The survey results have been 

considered, and we believe that our SAHETI teachers will be offering an enhanced product 

when compared to that at the end of Term 1. Distance learning is obviously more difficult for 

very young children who will need some guidance and direction from adults. We appreciate 

that in such cases there is pressure placed on working parents and that this could add to the 

challenges experienced during this period. Please be aware that all teaching materials will be 

available asynchronously and students will have the opportunity to access these at convenient 

times, if they experience any connectivity difficulties. SAHETI will continue to review its 

practices and adapt the offering where applicable. We ask parents to support our teachers 

who have spent most of the holidays in preparing and further enhancing their eLearning 

skills. 

 

To date we have only “lost” two teaching days in the High School and the Primary School. 

The programs offered by the Pre-Primary were significant last term but will be enhanced this 

term through video lessons and some personal “video” contact time. The Playschool 

continues to be a challenge and we are carefully monitoring the effective teaching time that 

will be lost as a result of the lockdown.   

 

The finance committee of the SAHETI Board, of which we are members, have met regularly 

and we continue to monitor the impact of the Covid-19 lockdown on the different sectors of 

the school. We are aware of the 185 teaching days that SAHETI provides per year, and we 

plan to ensure that these days are met or compensated for through adjustments in holidays or 

teaching hours when we return. All major CAPEX projects have been put on hold. We are 

negotiating with the outsourced contractors to reduce the amounts payable according to 

service agreements. Where financial savings can be made these will be passed on to parents 

as a refund at the end of the year - particularly for those sectors that are adversely affected in 

the delivery of the curriculum. That said, please understand that more than 70% of our budget 

is based in salaries and a further 15% lies within fixed costs which limit the potential saving. 

We are a community-based school and a Nonprofit Organization (NPO) and our 

sustainability is of utmost importance for the entire community.  

 

In terms of a staggered return to school, we will, together with the Covid-19 Task Team, 

determine the most appropriate time for SAHETI to return – for now we remain online. 

Please expect changes to all published dates of the school terms for the remaining part of the 

year. Once again, we thank the teachers for their dedication and commitment. We look 

forward to a successful academic term.  

 



 

 

We sympathise with parents who have been significantly impacted financially with the 

lockdown and ask that you maintain open communication with our finance department. 

Please be understanding if the finance department contact you, as it is essential that we 

understand our parent’s financial position. 

 

We wish you health and strength and be assured that we will overcome these difficulties 

together. 

 

Kind regards 

Warwick Taylor       Andreas Stephanou 

(Executive Headmaster)      (Chairman of the Board) 

 

 

Some survey results follow: 
High School 144 Responses 

 
High School 31 Responses (Two or more children in HS) 

 
Intermediate Phase (G4-G7) 140 Responses 

 



 

 

Foundation Phase 88 Responses 

 
 

Pre-Primary 46 Responses. 

 
 

Playschool 22 Responses 

 


