
Dear Primary School Parents,

Good morning.

May you, your family and loved ones continue to be safe and healthy. Everyone is trying to 
support and respect the lockdown measures and in doing so, hopefully we can flatten the 
curve as quickly as possible. We continue with our prayers and our hope that we all emerge 
out of the current situation healthy, creative and with many great possibilities ahead of us.

We have much to be grateful for and to look forward to, including the many opportunities 
that lie ahead ‐ waiting for us to explore and enjoy.

The purpose of this communication is to provide you with a brief update and explanation 
regarding the distance learning programme we have adopted to date and the enhancements 
we are making for Term 2, as well as to highlight some of our thinking relating to the academic 
programme for Term 2.

Distance Learning is fast becoming an opportunity presented to us equipping us in finding 
increasingly effective and manageable ways that will assist us in connecting with our pupils 
daily.

From the beginning of this term, we will be enhancing our distance learning 
programmes/lessons with the addition of daily contact time via live online teaching sessions, 
using TEAMs (Gr 4 – Gr7) and One Note (Gr1 – Gr3). The teaching material and content has 
been developed by our teachers and we are confident not only of the quality, but also of our 
ability to convey the content to our children in an effective manner which enables our pupils 
to develop a deeper and more comprehensive conceptual understanding of the teaching 
material. 

Thus, we have adapted our distance teaching and learning methods to align more closely with 
the synchronous aspect of online teaching. As the needs for each grade and subject are 
different, our pupils will be exposed to a variety of pedagogical strategies.

We have also taken cognisance of the feedback that we have received from the Online Survey, 
and wherever possible, have ensured that we have addressed the difficulties that you and/or 
our pupils experienced. I thank my team of industrious and dedicated teachers for having 
given up most of their holiday to work on their lesson preparation.

The design of the school curriculum is achieved through considering the number of school 
days available to us for teaching and learning. It is therefore a consequence that disruptions 
to the school calendar have a direct impact on teaching and learning.

Through our team discussions, we have ensured that the following core imperatives are in 
place:

• Planning and implementing a recovery curriculum programme which will result in 
curriculum plans being achieved in a sensitive, flexible, and relevant manner.



• Implementation of methodologies and strategies to ensure that the essential 
components of the curriculum that might not have been covered adequately 
through our online teaching, will be covered when school re‐opens.

• In addition to focusing on curriculum coverage, we have discussed the effects of 
prolonged school closure and confinement, including the psycho‐social effects on 
pupils’ health. Hence, our teachers and our psychology department will be 
monitoring our pupils closely when they return to school.

• Our framework for our recovery plan will also address curriculum trimming and 
curriculum reorganisation.

• Curriculum Trimming will involve removing the less relevant content and 
identifying content that is core. However, content that extends and enriches the 
curriculum will be paused until such time as the core conceptual knowledge and 
skills have been taught and assessed. Thus, by unburdening the curriculum, we will 
be ensuring that the load is manageable for our pupils, within the available time.

• Curriculum Reorganisation will allow us to explore how we are going to re‐package 
and integrate subjects and topics which embed knowledge and skills focus areas. 
We will balance depth and breadth as our key strategy to reduce overload, and 
merge compartmentalised discipline‐based content into integrated topics. This 
approach will facilitate hybridisation of content and knowledge, which in turn, will 
enable our pupils to make connections amongst the related themes and 
conceptual knowledge across the disciplines.

The academic panel consisting of myself, Vice‐Principals, Subject Leaders and Focus Drivers 
are identifying best practices with a view to determining the extent of content trimming and 
curriculum reorganisation for each subject. We will also review our assessment plan (tests 
and exams) and Prize Giving. Communication in both respects will follow from our Vice‐
Principals during the second week of June.

Even though this is a time of uncertainty and situations and decisions can change rapidly, 
much innovation, creativity and continuous growth is taking place daily in the education 
space.

Each pupil’s well‐being will continue to be our priority with a clear and uncluttered focus to 
steer and achieve quality academics.

SAHETI’s strength is the ability to teach its pupils how to think and not what to think.

With Warm Regards
Mrs Sophia Zachariou


