
 

 

 

4 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

We are concerned about the threat that the Coronavirus disease (COVID – 19) holds for the school and 

the wellbeing of our community.  I have consulted with a qualified Epidemiologist who has given some 

valuable insight and guidance.  In addition, an advisory group of the Board has met with me and together, 

we have strategised around some possible scenarios.   We have started planning towards mitigating some 

of the consequences of a local outbreak of the disease, which is likely in our winter season. 

 

Our first step is around education in basic hygiene and to make sure that as many people within our 

community take the flu-vaccine.  With less of our community falling ill to the common flu, it is hoped 

that we will be healthier and therefore less susceptible to the Coronavirus should it reach the doors of 

SAHETI.  We will be installing disinfectant hand rubs outside the classrooms for use from the start of 

term 2. 

   

In terms of overseas trips planned for April, we regret to inform all participants to Mathitiada, the 

conference in Constantinople and Student Exchange programme, that SAHETI will not be 

participating.  Our decision is in alignment with resolutions presently being made by the Greek Education 

Department and Greek Ministry.  In addition, the Eurotour at this point is under review and a decision 

will be made through a committee and communicated no later than the last day of this term.  We are 

presently in the window period where contractually 50% of the tour fees are due.  This period lapses at 

the end of the first week of April, thereafter 75% of the fee is due.  Obviously, this decision will not be 

taken lightly due to the cost that will be incurred by all those involved.  The Epidemiologist with whom I 

consulted, agrees that it is possibly too early to make the call right now.  It is likely that by August the 

Northern Hemisphere will be experience a decrease in the disease, with the Southern Hemisphere showing 

an increase.  Let us, however, trust that a vaccine for this disease will be found before then. 

 

Parents and students travelling to countries where there is “ongoing community-based transmission” 

(Defined, as infections with no known contact) will be subject to a quarantine from SAHETI on their 

return.  We have already had two of our families, travelling back from China that have conformed to our 

request for a 14-day quarantine period.  Please note that not all countries with confirmed cases of COVID 

– 19 are experiencing ongoing community-based transmission and one can check the risk of a particular 

location on the World Health Organization (WHO) site or on the European Centre for Disease Prevention 

and Control (ecdc.europa).  Please understand that this precaution is for the safety of our entire community 

and I ask all our parents to comply with this requirement.   We ask that parents submit all travel plans 

to Sister Sarah prior to departure and on return by emailing her on Swessels@saheti.co.za.  I also 

ask that you return in good time so that the 14-day quarantine period does not affect school 

attendance.  Should you be uncertain of which areas are not suitable to be visited then please also 

ask Sister Sarah for advice. 
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In preparation for a possible SAHETI quarantine, we will be running a Technology Day early next term 

where students will be expected to login to Microsoft Teams and follow the planned teaching from 

home.  The aim is for students to “attend” all their lessons through this online environment and continue 

with the “normal” teaching times, from the comfort of home.  More on this to follow. 

 

I trust that you will understand that these precautions are essential, and although inconvenient, place the 

heath of all our students and community as our highest priority. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 
 

Warwick Taylor 

(Executive Headmaster) 

 


