
 
 

 

COVID - 19 VIRUS UPDATE 
 
SAHETI 13 March 2020 
 
As communicated by SMS last night, we have a parent who is to be commended for acting responsibly and 
according to our requested protocol.  He has informed the school and has also taken precautions beyond those 
suggested by NICD as he has no symptoms.  He has chosen to quarantine himself and his family as he was at a 
conference in the USA where a delegate has tested positive. This conservative approach is what will help 
protect our community.  I take this opportunity to thank the many parents who are reporting their travel plans 
and who have responded to this pandemic with the sobriety that is required. 
 
Because we are a community-based school, we would rather err on the side of being conservative.  It is for this 
reason that the Coronavirus Task Team has decided to cancel all external sporting and cultural fixtures for the 
rest of term starting this Monday, 16 March.  This applies to teams visiting our campus and where we travel to 
an external venue.  We will continue with internal events and practices as normal. 
 
Grade assemblies will replace Whole School assemblies where possible, except for next Monday 16 March in 
the High School and Tuesday 17 March in the Primary School.   On these days we are running staff development 
on online teaching, utilising the assembly time.  This is to ensure that the academic programme is not 
interrupted.   If assemblies are conducted, they will be separated by school and held outdoors where possible 
and only if necessary.  Spacing between students will be maximised.   
 
We ask that parents minimise their social interaction on campus.   A drop and go approach is recommended 
to limit risk. Further, we ask parents not to  attend internal sports practices and cultural events. 
 
As an added precaution we will be postponing the Kwa Madwala trip to, hopefully October, as they presently 
have a high percentage of foreign tourists in contact with their staff.  The Primary School’s Winter Festival next 
term will be cancelled as it is likely that the disease will be prevalent by then.  Cancelling early avoids 
unnecessary work on our department and disappointments closer to the time.   Please take note that the Greek 
Federation has sent out communication announcing that the National Day celebration on Sunday 22 March 
has been limited to the church service only. 
 
Please be aware that our cleaners have a stringent cleaning protocol in place, using different disposable rags 
for different surfaces. 
 
REMINDER:  Please keep your children at home if they are sick as they will be sent home.  All external suppliers, 
coaches and visitors will be checked for a temperature and will be provided with hand sanitizer before engaging 
in our community as from Monday 16 March. Staff and students are being monitored on an on-going basis.  If 
you have suspected symptoms don’t go into a medical facility but phone the: Covid-19 helpline 0800 029999  
 
The Coronavirus Task Team 


