
 
 
 
COVID - 19 VIRUS UPDATE 

Dear Primary School Parents 

Kalimera and a Healthy Day, 

On Monday night, President Ramaphosa, announced that our country will go into lockdown 

for 21 days, from midnight on Thursday 26 March 2020 until midnight on 16 April 2020. 

Over the past week and more specifically over the past 24 hours or so, unimaginable change 

has come into our work space and home environments, and has taken us as a nation, into 

unprecedented territory. This change, is however not a single moment in time, but an 

experiential journey that requires us, to adapt and to collaborate at many levels, be it 

professionally or ethically. These new experiences and opportunities will evolve and we will 

ultimately learn to perhaps, see and approach the world in a new way. 

As teachers, it is our job not only to teach, but also to find new ways of learning and the most 

appropriate methods of imparting this knowledge. We have all come to realise that these are 

challenging and uncertain times, yet we must remember that with the help of all those around 

us, we continue to teach our children through our Remote and Online Learning Programme. I 

wish to assure you, that our SAHETI teachers will continue to remain steadfast in their 

commitment and dedication to our children. I am pleased with the level and quality of the 

material that our teachers have produced, and which we are continuously refining and 

enhancing. 

I urge you and our children to continue with the learning activities that our teachers are 

uploading. Our Vice-Principals, Grade Controllers and Subject Leaders have worked with 

their grade and departments ensuring, that all the new material will be uploaded today instead 

of tomorrow. We felt that by us uploading a day earlier, hopefully, it would alleviate some of 

‘Thursdays’ pressure, which we are all feeling. My heartfelt and sincere gratitude to our staff 

and to my secretary. 

As I bear responsibility for the Primary School, I too have fears and uncertainties. One of my 

uncertainties has been where should my focus be? I keep asking myself, what is the priority? 

Monitoring the material that each teacher is working with and trying to upload, or monitoring 

the well-being of our teachers and our children? Throughout this process I have been awed at 

the engagement, encouragement and care which our teachers have given our pupils, as they 

answer their queries on TEAMs and through other platforms of communication. 

I believe that certain risks and decisions come with fears, and whilst I am trying to navigate 

and balance this space of virtual priorities and adjust to finding a balance amongst all my 

responsibilities, I would like to thank you all sincerely for your support. I am appreciative for 

your positive engagement with new pedagogies and teaching platforms, and yes, it is 

overwhelming at times, for us all. 

http://airmail.calendar/2020-03-30%2019:00:00%20SAST
http://airmail.calendar/2020-03-27%2000:00:00%20SAST
http://airmail.calendar/2020-03-26%2012:00:00%20SAST
http://airmail.calendar/2020-03-27%2012:00:00%20SAST


As “υπεύθυνοι Πολίτες”,( responsible Citizens), we will continue to practice Ubuntu and 

Filotimo . 

Even though this time it may take a little longer to see, I firmly believe that, as always, 

Nature will send us her rainbow of hope. 

Stay Healthy-Stay Protected 

All my care in abundance 

Mrs Sophia Zachariou 

 


