
 

 
 
30 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I trust that you are all well and making the best of a very difficult time in the lives of many across the world.  From a personal 
perspective, my family and I are well. I am aware of the privileges of having a home, garden, food, water, electricity and the 
internet during this lockdown – even when the internet appears temperamental. So many South Africans cannot say the same. I 
appreciate that we are all experiencing different levels of anxiety relating to our particular circumstances, and pray for favour 
upon our community. 
 
I would like to say how proud I am to be part of the SAHETI family. The support and the strength of the community comes out 
in times like this. I am particularly impressed by the professionalism of our teachers, who at short notice took our teaching 
online. They have worked hard to ensure continuity of the teaching and have upskilled in a very short space of time.  I also 
commend our students who have taken on the challenge with aplomb. I have received a tremendous number of positive 
reports from parents, students and from the broader community. We are amongst the leading schools in the country and this 
shows in the flexibility and commitment of our teachers. I am pleased that the SAHETI Board decided to invest R3 million per 
year for three years (a total of R9 million), in our IT infrastructure starting in 2013. It was a pleasure for me to adopt this 
strategy on my arrival in 2014, and since then we have maintained a leading edge in our infrastructure through ongoing 
upgrades. The fact that our students were familiar with Microsoft Teams also made this transition to distance learning possible 
at such short notice. I congratulate our IT department under the leadership of Mr Justin Harper for working tirelessly to ensure 
our connectivity. 
 
We have received some excellent feedback and positive suggestions for improvement going forward.   I believe that we will be 
even better equipped when we return at the start of next term for distance learning. In all grades, but more specifically in the 
junior grades, we are exploring ways of increasing the synchronized style of teaching, as this will be essential should longer 
periods of distance learning be required. Please appreciate that our teachers are having to adapt to a style of teaching that  
they are not significantly familiar with. That said, I believe that they have excelled, considering that we went online within a 
day. As communicated previously, we will start term 2 a week early on Tuesday 28 April.  Matrics will commence with online 
exams from Tuesday 21 April. When considering international trends of lockdowns due to Covid-19, the start of term 2 is likely 
to be distance learning. This will be communicated closer to the time. 
 
I have received individual feedback from most of our teachers. They are positive about being part of a dynamic team and 
communicate enthusiastically about their achievements over the last two weeks. That said, the sudden changes have required 
an astronomical amount of work. The marking and preparation have resulted in extended hours and I am aware that many of 
our teachers are exhausted. This is coupled with the external stresses on their families and personal circumstances.  Because 
we will be starting a week earlier in term 2 than initially published before Covid-19,  I have opted to close formal distance 
learning this Friday 3 April at 14h15.  Any outstanding assignments will be due Tuesday 7 April by 12h00.  
 
I take this opportunity to wish our SAHETI family strength and God’s blessing through this period.   Please let us know should 
you or a family member contract Covid-19 or any other illness, by emailing Sr Sarah on swessels@saheti.co.za or a grade 
controller, who will communicate with the relevant people.  It would be helpful so that the school can support our community 
in prayer or other practical support.  Fr Petros has prepared messages of encouragement on video streaming and our 
Psychology department is also producing beneficial video material for the community. 
 
For our Christian families, may Easter be a time of slowing down and reflecting upon the message of Grace brought to us 
through the Christ. To all our families, I wish you strength and God’s favour during this difficult time. 
 
Kind regards 
Warwick Taylor 
Executive Headmaster       
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