
 

 

Dear Parents 

Today the SAHETI Coronavirus Task Team met with Dr Harry Moultrie (MBBCh, MSc 

Epidemiology), a Senior medical epidemiologist from NICD.  This, together with taking our lead 

from WHO (World Health Organisation), ecdc (European Centre for Disease Prevention and 

Control) and CDC (Centre for Disease Control), has allowed for decisions that are considered 

and which place the safety of our community as a priority.  Our processes and systems are in 

keeping with the recommendations made by ISASA (Independent Schools Association of South 

Africa) and are within the norms of what other independent schools are doing.  The committee is 

making informed decisions based on science. 

At this point there is no need to panic, as we are a month or so behind what has happened 

elsewhere, which gives us a small window to monitor and respond appropriately.  We will 

continue to inform and educate our community around the virus and will continue to take 

guidance from the NICD and ISASA.  

Our hygiene campaign started a few weeks back and is what is recommended by all official 

bodies, including WHO.  We have instituted a complete process of disinfecting classrooms on a 

daily basis.  Common touch points, such as door handles, desks and computers are sterilized each 

afternoon.  Hand pumps with disinfectant are available in each classroom.  

Dr Moultrie has given the following critical advice to our community: 

• Every person in our community must take the flu-vaccine this year. 

• Children and staff who are sick MUST NOT come to school. 

His advice is that assemblies and sports fixtures should not be stopped at this point as there is no 

scientific evidence to support this presently.  He stressed that the situation is being monitored 

daily and that the NICD will issue a directive when this ought to change.  Communication and 

guidance for schools will be published by the NICD within a day or two.  It is important to note 

that the mortality rate for children is low - almost negligible.  The attached documentation from 

CDC, appendix A has relevant information about underlying medical conditions that increase the 

risk of serious COVID-19. 

From now on the SAHETI Coronavirus Task Team will communicate every day or two, so as to 

keep the community informed. 



As an added precaution the committee have decided to minimize the interactions between the 

different sections of SAHETI.  This added precaution will automatically decrease the size of our 

assemblies.  In addition, other interactions between the different sections of the school, such as 

during breaks, will be minimized where possible.  For the rest, activities will continue as normal 

other than for the international trips, which we have already announced.  A decision around the 

Eurotour for Grade 10s still needs to be made. 

A representative of the Greek Federation also attended the meeting and will engage with their 

team regarding the community celebration on Sunday 22 March. 

Please be assured that we will continue to put the welfare of our students and Staff as our first 

priority.  Parents please be aware that SAHETI will enforce the existing policy for staff and 

children not being permitted at school if ill.  Please attend our Wellness Day on 1 April and 

support our flu vaccine drive. 

Kind regards 

Warwick Taylor 

(Executive Headmaster and representative of the Coronavirus Task Team) 

  

  

 


